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than the Mediterranean and extending far to the north and east), known
as the "Telhys Sea/' received the silts and clays. When the Alpine
Storm was at its height Ihcse weak sediments were buckled into several
high ridges, of which three arc given in the section. There is no doubt
thut the Finland (or Russian) Shield moved closer to the African Shield,
both acting as jaws of a gigantic vice to compress these weak sediments.
In South America the evolution of the continent was much the
same; and there is little need to emphasi/c the similarity between its
structure and that of North America. In Australia we have an interest-
ing variation in that it is the west which contains the continental shield;
for in this area the Pacific with its submarine shield, of course lies to the
east (Fig. \ loft). Many of the main folds pass well to the east of the
continent through New Zealand, etc. Australia, indeed, only contains
a .series of low, rather isolated warps and plateaux along its cast coast.
There is no continuous "Dividing Range/' though such is shown on
many out-of-date maps,
Africa is not quite after the general pattern, since so much of the
continent consists of a giant shield. Only in the north-west, in the
so-called Harbary States, are there young mountains which together
build up the Atlas Mountains. They leave Africa near Tunis, and pass
across the Mediterranean Sea into Sicily, to link with the Apennines of
Europe (Fig, 79), In Asia the Alpine Storm affected two wide belts
of crust One of these extended across the centre of the continent, and
has produced the highest mountains on earth, the Himalayas. This
elevated portion of the crust extends westward through Persia to join the
European Alps near the Black Sea (Fig. 2), and eastward to meet the
Pacific hordcrYolds, which run from New Zealand northward through
the Mast Indies to Japan and the Aleutian Islands. Our section, given
hi Fig. 4, runs from near Aden across the Arabian Shield (really part of
the great African Shield); it then passes across the clownfold of the
Persian Gulf, the elevated young mountains of Persia, the downfold of
the Caspian Sea, and so reaches the resistant masses of the Siberian
(or Angara) Shield
We know very little about the internal structure of the Antarctic
continent. It occupies about five and a half million square miles, so that
it is much bigger than Europe or Australia (Fig. 3 at left). The main
mass of the continent (East Antarctica), which includes the South Pole
at an elevation of 10,000 feet, seems to be a level-bedded shield like the
Russian Shield. It is bordered by a colossal scarp running for 1,200 miles